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Thus, the tasks which Marx set before, a revolutionary government or dictatorship in 1848 amounted in substance primarily to a democratic revolution: defence against counterrevolution and the actual elimination of everything that contradicted the sovereignty of the people. This is nothing else than a revolutionary-democratic dictatorship.
To proceed: which classes, in Marx's opinion, could and should have achieved this task (actually to exercise to the full the principle of the sovereignty of the people and to beat off the attacks of the counterrevolution) ? Marx speaks of the "people." But we know that he always ruthlessly combated the petty-bourgeois: illusions about the unity of the "people" and about the alwsence of a class struggle within the people. In using the word "people," Marx did not thereby gloss over class distinctions, but combined definite elements that wdfe capable of carrying the revolution to completion.
After the victory of the Berlin proletariat on March 18, wrote the Neue Rheinische Zeitung, the results of the revolution proved to be twofold: "On the one hand the arming of the people, the right of association, the sovereignty of the people actually attained; on the otiher hand, the preservation of the monarchy and the Camphausen-Hansemann Ministry, i.e., the government of representatives1 of the big bourgeoisie. Thus, the revolution had two series of results, which had inevitably to diverge. The people had achieved victory; it had won liberties of a decisive democratic nature, but the direct power passed not into its hands, but into those of tlhe big bourgeoisie. In a word, the revolution was not completed. The people allowed the formation of a ministry of big bourgeois, and the ibig bourgeois immediately displayed their strivings by offering an alliance to the old Prussian nobility and bureaucracy'. Arnim, Ganitz and Sohwerin joined the Ministry.
"The upper bourgeoisie, ever antirevolutionaiy, concluded a defensive and offensive alliance with the reaction out